
1 

 

 

EIG FIELD TRIPS 2016    

SATURDAY 10
th
 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

LOCATION 

ECTON COPPER MINE. DERBYSHIRE 

 

Location The mine is easily accessible from Buxton, Leek or Ashbourne 
 
GA Cox Study Centre,  
The Hillocks,  
Ecton, 
Ashbourne,  
Derbyshire 
DE6 2AJ 
The postcode will NOT help those with satnav, which is best disregarded 
once you are within a mile of the Centre. 
 
Parking is on a large layby 150 yards/metres south of the track that goes 
up to the study centre, grid reference SK 096582 (OS 1:50,000 Sheet 
119).  

 
The Centre is on the hillside, beside a private building with a prominent 
copper spire.  

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Under no circumstances should you attempt to 
drive up the private track. Not only is there no general right of 
vehicular access, but, more practically, you will be unable to turn 
 

Meeting 
Point 

Time Saturday  September 10th at 10.30  in the layby (see below). Tim 
Colman will meet you there and the “breccia quarry” will be inspected first. 
The mine visit then follows. 
 

Website http://www.ectonmine.org/ 
 
 

Objective Tour of Salts level (1804). Hill walk and view of Apes Tor Quarries 
Time of 
arrival 
Length of 
Visit 

Saturday September 10th 2016 . Please arrive for 10.15 
Car Parking in large layby 150 yards/metres south of the track that goes 
up to the study centre 
3 hours 

Max No 15 
PPE 
required 

Helmets and headlights will be provided by the mine. Wellingtons or boots 
for the mine. Boots for the walk to Apes Tor 
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Location 
Map 

 

 
 
 

Outline of 
Trip  

Salts Level (1804) and walk to view Apes Tor Quarries 
 
Ecton Hill Field Studies Association 
http://www.ectonhillfsa.org.uk/ 
 

Geology Ecton is a historic mining area, once one of the foremost mines in the 
British Isles, now a Scheduled Monument and a valuable educational 
resource. The Ecton Mine Educational Trust has been formed with the 
principal aim of promoting education in applied geology, mining and 
mineral extraction. Thanks to the generosity of Mrs Elizabeth Cox, the 
Trust is the owner of the relevant mineral rights of, and the study centre 
at, the l8th century Ecton Copper Mines in the Peak District National Park. 
From Bronze Age times, the copper and lead deposits on Ecton Hill were 
worked for over 3500 years, ceasing in 1891. During this time fortunes 
were made and lost. In the 18th century the Duke of Devonshire made a 
profit of over £300 000, said to have financed the building of the 
magnificent crescent in Buxton. Total ore production is estimated at over 
100 000 tonnes, mainly of copper ore. 
 
The whole area is a site of special scientific Interest (SSSI), and the Ecton 
mine itself is an underground SSSI. The rock exposures at nearby Ape's 
Tor provide outstanding opportunities for the study of geological 
structures, which can then be seen again underground in Salt's Level 
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Detail of the visit. 
 
1.The Quaternary breccia quarry (calcite cemented limestone scree) by 
the parking layby 
 
2. Salts Level with normal, thrust and strike-slip faults, clay wayboard (aka 
toadstone, tuff, ash band) - although only cm thick, clean massive thick 
bedded limestone and muddy cherty thin bedded limestone (with 
excellent contact between them), dips from horizontal to vertical in 50m or 
so, the main shaft and the pipe deposit (empty but spectacular), 
intersecting junction of 2 thin mineral veins, several blind trials, en -
echelon calcite veining from occasional to part replacement of the 
limestone, metal coloured flowstone (copper, zinc, manganese, iron and 
?cadmium) and minor kink folding. 
 
3. A walk along to the Apes Tor quarries which display excellent complex 
folding with plunging anticlines and synclines on a 10s or metres 
wavelength and amplitude as well as faulting and variations in bed 
thickness and composition 
 

Driving time 
from 
Birmingham 
University 

64 miles/102 km. 1 hr 40mins 

Leader Tim Colman of Ecton Mines 
Special 
Conditions 

The mine is an enclosed space. Uneven and possibly wet ground 

 


