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CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS 

Arrival and Registration 

Tuesday 6th September 2016: Delegates can register for the conference from 2pm until 6:30pm. Registration will 
be at "The Hub" in the Shackleton building, which is located centrally within the Vale student village (see Map B). 

Delegates will also be able to check into their accommodation from 2pm. Accommodation is principally at Mason 
Halls in the Vale, but may be at Conference Park if you requested a room there for mobility reasons or required a 
double room. Check-in will be handled by the university teams at reception desks located in the Shackleton 
building (for Vale accommodation – Map B) or in Lucas House (at Conference Park – Map A).  

Both accommodation receptions will be manned 24 hours, enabling you to check in at any time. 

Wednesday 7th / Thursday 8th September 2016: Delegates arriving on these days will be able to register 
between 8am and 9am. Registration will be on campus at the Rotunda, at the entrance to the Great Hall in the 
Aston Webb building (see Map A). 

Accommodation will be handled, as above, by the university teams at the 24-hour reception desks at the Vale or 
Conference Park. 

NB. It is recommended to park at your assigned accommodation, obtain your room keys and then make your way 
to the EIG registration. Please leave sufficient time to do this ahead of any conference programme item. 

Travel 

Road 

For those travelling to the conference by car, use the following postcodes for Sat Nav: 

 The Vale: B15 3SZ 

 Conference Park: B15 2RA 

 University Campus: B15 2TT 

Car Parking 

Free car parking is available, subject to availability, at the Vale, and at Conference Park (limited to only for those 
staying in accommodation there). A number of car parks in these areas are shown on Maps A and B. 

There is no free parking available on the main university campus, other than for those with mobility issues (such 
delegates must request a parking permit ahead of arrival from anyone on the organising committee). Delegates 
wishing to park in the vicinity of the campus are directed towards the three pay & display car parks as well as the 
new multi-storey pay on exit known as the North East Car Park, which can be found here: 

 North East Car Park (access via Pritchatts Road) Sat Nav: B15 2SA  

 North Car Park (access via Pritchatts Rd) Sat Nav: B15 2SB 

 Pritchatts Road Car Park (at the junction with Vincent Drive) Sat Nav: B15 2QU 

For the Vale, the vehicular entrance is at the north of the Vale, off Church Road. Signage is poor, so look for the 
tall building of Chamberlain Tower.  Conference Park is located off Edgbaston Park Road. Signage at the roadside 
is for Peter Scott House. 

Rail 

For those arriving by train into University (Birmingham) station, there is a short walk to the conference venue at 
the Aston Webb building (c.5 mins), and a slightly longer walk to the accommodation (c.10 mins to Conference 
Park, c.20 mins to the Vale). Taxis are available from the station.  
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Accommodation 

Mason Halls, the Vale 

Accommodation is provided as en-suite accommodation (mostly single, double where sharing with partner) in 
Mason halls in the Vale student village (see Map B). The standard package includes accommodation and breakfast 
for the nights of the 6th and 7th September. Additional nights are only available if specifically booked in advance 
for the evenings of the 5th or 8th September.   

Room keys will be available from the Vale reception in the Shackleton building.  These will be handed out in a 
small envelope. Keys must be returned in this envelope to the same reception upon check-out (see below). 

Lucas House / Peter Scott House, Conference Park 

Accommodation at Conference Park (see Map A) is provided as per special request. The standard package 
includes accommodation and breakfast for the nights of the 6th and 7th September. Additional nights are only 
available if specifically booked in advance for the evenings of the 5th or 8th September.   

Room keys will be available from the reception desk in Lucas House. These will be handed out in a small envelope. 
Keys must be returned in this envelope to the same reception upon check-out (see below). 

Check-out / Luggage 

Rooms must be vacated on the relevant day and keys returned (in their envelopes) to the appropriate reception 
before 10am.  There will be a luggage room available at the Vale reception for anyone wishing to leave luggage. 
Alternatively, there will also be a room allocated to EIG at the Aston Webb for delegates wishing to leave bags 
there during the conference. Please contact a member of the committee or one of the student helpers for access 
to this room. Any luggage etc. is left at owners’ risk. Please note that this room will not be staffed by University 
personnel, nor will there be a ticketed check-in/out. 

Meals and Refreshments 

Breakfast: (Full conference package delegates only). 

Served in the refectory in either the Shackleton building (for those staying at the Vale – see Map B) or in Lucas 
House (for those staying at Conference Park – see Map A). At each location, breakfast is available from 7:30am to 
8:30am. 

Teas/Coffees: 

Tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits will be served at specified breaks during the conference programme. These will be 
served in the conference exhibition area in the Great Hall (Map A). 

Lunch: 

A finger buffet will be served in the conference exhibition area in the Great Hall, Aston Webb building (Map A). 
Please check full conference programme for lunch timings. 

Dinner: (Full conference package delegates only). 

 Tuesday 6th September - Ice Breaker Reception and Hog Roast (Full conference package delegates only): 

The ice breaker reception, kindly sponsored by the Mineral Products Association, will be held in the "Duck and 
Scholar", in the Shackleton building at the Vale (Map B). The bar will be open from 6pm, with food (Hog Roast) 
served from 7pm until 9pm. Delegates will be given a voucher for food, and for 2 free drinks. The EIG committee 
have selected two great real ales (Chamberlain Pale Ale, 4.5% ABV and Electric Ale 4.1% ABV) from the local Two 
Towers brewery that will also be available at the bar. 
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 Wednesday 7th September - Drinks Reception and Conference Dinner (full conference package 
delegates only): 

There will be a pre-dinner drinks reception, kindly sponsored by Atkins, held in the Rotunda, outside the Great 
Hall (Map A), starting at 7pm. If weather is conducive, this will spill outside into Chancellor's Court. 

The reception will be followed by the conference dinner, kindly sponsored once again by Aggregate Industries, at 
8pm in the Great Hall.   

A complementary after-dinner tipple, sponsored by Tarmac, will be brought to your tables after the meal. 

A cash bar will be available in the Rotunda throughout the evening, from 7pm until 11pm. The selected real ales 
from the local Two Towers brewery will again be available. Please note that proceeds from the sale of the real 
ale this evening will go to the charities that EIG is supporting in 2016. 

Following the Conference Dinner, there will be the legendary EIG Charity Raffle, as detailed on the next page. 

The Cheshire 20 Big Band, sponsored  by SRK Consulting will then be playing on stage in the Great Hall until the 
close of the evening at 11:30pm. 

 Monday 5th / Thursday 8th September: 

Delegates will need to make their own arrangements for evening meals if staying overnight on Monday 5th 
and/or Thursday 8th September. A food and drink guide is included in this booklet. 

Field Trips 

All field trip delegates will have been sent separate itineraries and instructions prior to joining the conference. 
Attendance is strictly limited to those who booked the various options in advance and had them confirmed by Lee 
Clarke (Bookings) or Gerry Lucas (Field Trips).  More details of the field trips can be found on 
www.eigconferences.com/field-trips. 

Presentations  

Presentations will take place in one of two lecture theatres: 

Elgar Concert Hall, Bramall Music Building, Aston Webb (Map A) 

This is the main auditorium for this year's EIG conference, and will host the single sessions.  It will be one of the 
lecture theatres for the parallel sessions. Entrance to the Concert Hall is from doors on the Ground Floor of the 
Bramall Music Building foyer.  Presentations will commence each morning in this lecture theatre at 9am. 

C-Block Lecture Theatre, Aston Webb (Map A) 

This is the secondary lecture theatre for this year's EIG conference, and will host the alternative parallel sessions. 
Entrance to the lecture theatre is from Lower Ground Floor at the southern end of C-Block.  The main corridor 
around Aston Webb directly links the Great Hall exhibition area with the Bramall Music Building. Whilst there is 
an internal route to the C-Block Lecture Theatre from this corridor (which will be signposted), the easiest access is 
to go outside into Chancellor's Court from either the Great Hall or Elgar Concert Hall, and take the steps between 
the two that lead directly to the rear of C-Block and the entrance to the lecture theatre. 

Please be prompt entering the lecture theatres ahead of the sessions so as not to disturb the speakers. Moving 
between lecture theatres mid-session is also discouraged for the same reason. 

Posters 

A number of additional papers will be displayed as posters – probably within the Great Hall (or possibly in the 
adjoining Rotunda). These papers carry the same weight as the oral presentations and are equally eligible for 
inclusion in the conference proceedings. Two of the posters have been produced by students at the University of 
Portsmouth who have received EIG Bursary funding to support their research.  Delegates are encouraged to view 
the posters and to discuss them with their authors (who should regularly be standing nearby!). 

http://www.eigconferences.com/field-trips
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Trade Exhibition  

There will be an extensive trade exhibition held over the 2 days of the conference in the Great Hall (Map A).  
Trade stands are arranged, as shown on page 12 of this booklet, directly behind the Main Auditorium, where 
tea/coffee and lunches will be served.  Please take time to visit these stands and to make contact with their staff 
who, by being there, are also helping to subsidise your attendance at this conference.   

Wi-Fi Internet Access  

Free Wi-Fi is available to delegates across the campus. Select ‘UOBEvents’ in your Wi-Fi settings. Open your 
browser and register for an account with your email and create a password (or use your existing account details, 
managed by iCloud).   

Twitter 

As at recent EIG events, there will be a streaming twitter feed on-screen in the exhibition area in the Great Hall. 
Join in and get EIG #trending   use #EIG2016 

EIG Charity Raffle 

The EIG Charity Raffle is becoming legendary in the generosity of its support for local charities at each of our host 
venues.  And that, of course, is thanks to all delegates for purchasing raffle tickets at deliberately extortionate 
prices and to the many different companies and individuals who support the raffle in advance by donating prizes.  
It’s all in a good cause – or in this case three good causes – see below.   

As usual, raffle tickets will be placed on tables at the start of the conference dinner, priced at £10 each. Please dig 
deep into your wallets to purchase these and hopefully win one of the many fantastic prizes on offer.  These 
range from the usual assortment of alcoholic beverages to a woolly mammoth, donated by the British Geological 
Survey. A full list of donors will be available at the conference. 

This year, the proceeds of the raffle (and of the real ale sales at the bar) will be split between three charities: 

Birmingham St Mary's Hospice:  An independent adult hospice providing care to people across Birmingham and 
Sandwell.  Caring for around 1,200 people a year, they provide Hospice Care, Community Palliative 
Care and Hospice at Home teams completely free of charge to all patients and relatives. The Hospice helps and 
supports families and loved ones, no matter how young or old, throughout the patient’s illness and 
after bereavement, for as long as necessary. 

Acorns Children’s Hospice: Established in 1988, Acorns Children’s Hospice Trust is a registered charity offering a 
network of care for life limited and life threatened babies, children and young people and their families, across 
the heart of England. The children and young people that they help are not expected to reach adulthood and 
require specialist care 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The Calvert Trust:  The Calvert Trust enables people with disabilities, together with their families and friends, to 
achieve their potential through the challenge of outdoor adventure in the countryside. They aim to do this by 
providing a wide range of adventurous outdoor activities, meaningful challenge and adventure within a 
framework of safety; skilled, qualified and caring staff able to fulfil the needs of visitors; accommodation 
appropriate to the needs of the visitors; facilities for families and friends to share the enjoyment and experience. 
Your donation will help the staff and the many voluntary supporters to concentrate on challenging disability 
through outdoor adventure and help visitors find out “it's what you can do that counts”. 
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